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Dear Ms Steele

Thank you for your letter dated 8 September 2016 requesting a meeting with Minister
Givan MLA to discuss the wider fuel poverty agenda.

Minister and his predecessors have received a number of requests from Belfast City
Councit to discuss fuel poverty. Minister has asked me to reassure the Council that
fuel poverty is a key priority for this Department. Officials met with Council
representatives on 24 May 2016. Minister Givan MLA met with Suzanne Wlie,
Belfast City Council Chief Executive and Party representatives from Belfast City
Council on 13 September 2016 to discuss a partnership approach to delivery on
common priotities for Belfast and the region. This included the Department’s
proposed Social Strategy, which will include fuel poverty. Minister Givan reassured
the representatives during that meeting that they would be consulted regarding the
development of the Executive’s Social Strategy.

| am sure you can appreciate that Minister's diary is very committed; however, in the
event that Minister is unavailable senior officials can meet to discuss areas of
concem. Where concerns are identified Officials will provide feedback to Minister for
consideration,
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Members of the Democratic Services Committee may have been unaware that

Minister Givan met with the Council on 13 September 2016, You may wish to speak
to Ms Wylie to obtain an update on the meeting.

Yours sincerely

Q@ PAMELA BAXTER

Private Secretary
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Thank you for your lefter of 1% August 2016 to Mairtin O Muilleoir MLA requesting a
meeting fo discuss funding including a mechanism for reallocation of underspends for
the Affordable Warmth Scheme.

The Minister has read your letter and whilst he appreciates the Council Members’
concerns and frustration, it is the Minister for Communities to determine the priorities
within his budget. :

The Minister would encourage you to pursue your engagement with Department for
Communities at both official and Ministerial level.

On this occasion, the Minister therefore respectfully declines your invitation,

Yours sincerely

G Caboon
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